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Annotation. The article examines the language game as a unit of speech and analyzes
various studies of scientists from different directions. The purpose of our study is to study the work
of scientists on the language game, systematize, analyze the content of the concept of language game
and give a clear definition of the term language game.
Key words: language game, specialized thinking, mental play activity, unit of speech,
language functions, means of communication, language form.
The game is a phenomenon, interest in which gives rise to numerous studies of
scientists of different directions from antiquity to the present day (Plato F., Schiller I., Kant
J., Heizinga M., M Bakhtin, Freud Z., Barth R., Deleuze J. and Foucault M.). For the first
time, Plato expressed theoretical propositions about play in his project of an ideal state. He
predetermined the further emergence and development of numerous interpretations and
concepts of the game, pointing out its duality, which goes back to the doctrine of the
dualism of things and ideas.
The phenomenon of a language game is a special case of a game. For the first time,
F.de Saussure, A.A. Potebny, presented a comparison of language with play in works on
foreign‖linguistics.‖The‖subject‖of‖attention‖was‖the‖game‖of‖chess,‖viewed‖as‖‚system‖and‖
rules‛‖and‖‚highly‖specialized‖thinking‛.
A language game is a term in which different authors do not put the same content.
This‖ is‖ explained‖ by‖ the‖ complexity‖ of‖ the‖ phenomenon‖ itself,‖ since‖ ‚the‖ diversity‖ of‖ the‖
language‖ game‖ makes‖ it‖ difficult‖ to‖ consistently‖ and‖ comprehensively‖ define‖ it‛.‖ Modern‖
researchers understand this term primarily as a manifestation of a person's creative attitude
to language, the conscious destruction of an individual's language norm. It is a set of "the
most stable traditional implementations of the language system, chosen and fixed in the
process of public communication." Most often with the expression in speech of comic
meanings or the desire to create a "new, fresh image." It is characterized mainly by public
and artistic styles of speech. [4]
The theory of the playful origin and functioning of language belongs to Ludwig
Wittgenstein. The Austrian philosopher, logician, linguist was the founder of a broad
interpretation of the term "language game", according to which any kind of activity
associated with language is a game. There are also narrow interpretations that define the
language game in different ways and, accordingly, highlight its various features as the main
ones.
Determined by the pragmatic approach, which expanded the understanding of
linguistic functions and led to the emergence of a different view of the essence of language.
Which was previously considered as the main means of communication and information,
the study of the language game moved, as the review of existing linguistic literature shows,
into the mainstream of metalinguistics and communication theory. In the context of
pragmatics, as the main feature of a language game, a number of scientists call an
orientation towards creating an aesthetic, comic effect, achieved in different ways.
The types of language games include jokes, puns, sharpness, and so on. It seems to
us possible to consider a nickname as one of the types of a language game, since all five of
the above game features are manifested in it.
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The play principle in speech activity has many sources, one of them is the nonidentity of meaning and content. "In the game textual material, two simultaneously existing
features are distinguished: the referential nature of the material with ideas about reality and
the reflectivity of the material, its correlation with the world of meanings with ontological
pictures in the context of the recipient's action."
The unit of speech in which the result of mental play activity is embodied, with the
goal of expressing a certain denotative or connotative meaning indirectly, using the
technique of a language game, would be logically called a paraphrase. Considering the
second goal of the language game - the striving for expression, such a paraphrase could be
called expressive paraphrase, or paraphrase - expressible [3]. The result of the language
game is the creation of the so-called periphrases - expresseme.
Such a condition of a language game as the obligatory knowledge of the rules for
generating and perceiving meaning expressed in the process of a language game. By the
producer of speech and perceived by its recipient translates the solution to the problem of
semiosis of a language game into the cognitive plane, where it can be solved from the
standpoint of cognitology as a science of knowledge.
Since the phenomenon of a language game primarily takes place in speech
circulation, where the speaker's speech activity is carried out by generation. And the
listener - according to the perception of speech, then one of the most adequate approaches
to the study of language play, the existence of the phenomenon of which is due to the
peculiarities of speech and perceptual activity, will be approach, the object of study in
which is "human - language" [1].
In terms of cognitive linguistics, an appeal to the reader's linguistic and existential
presuppositions is an appeal to static, declarative knowledge, or frames, and an appeal to a
logical (operational) presupposition, that is, bringing the reader to the need to establish
logical, causal, dynamic connections is an appeal , procedural knowledge, or scripts
(scripts).
A variety of cultural knowledge is philological ("literary") knowledge - philological
frames. Philological frames are knowledge of precedent texts that served to create textual
reminiscences. Textual reminiscences can be typified depending on the types of
culturological and philological knowledge, which determine the mechanism for generating
and understanding the expression-paraphrase. Expressions, which are the result of the
inclusion of precedent texts in speech, can be further studied from the point of view of
identifying the sources of text reminiscences [5], methods of including precedent texts in the
text being created, the degree of transformation of the precedent text, its relationship with
the created text in informative and connotative terms, etc.
The cognitive and pragmatic essence of the language game is embodied in the units
of the content plan, organized by the rules, or conditions, of the language game. Which
consist in the fact that the language game is the operation of declarative and procedural
knowledge - frames and scripts - of a linguistic personality, by which we mean nonoperational (existential, pragmatic, cultural, philological, as well as linguistic) and
operational (logical) presuppositions. Operation of knowledge is accompanied by an appeal
to declarative (extra linguistic and linguistic) knowledge (static frames) contained in the
addressee's "individual cognitive system". And by the addressee's involvement in the
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process of understanding speech - the output of new knowledge - procedural knowledge
(dynamic‖frames,‖scripts),‖connecting‖topics‖or‖another‖kind‖of‖logical‖relationship‖‚visible‖
and‖audible‖text‖with‖invisible‖and‖inaudible‖implications‛.‖*2+
And so we can conclude that the language game was investigated in the works of
many researchers and this is not accidental, since a language game (in the broadest sense of
the term) is an unconventional, non-canonical use of language, this is creativity in language,
this is an orientation towards the hidden aesthetic possibilities of a language sign.
A language game activates the attention of native speakers to the language form, to
its structural elements; it is associated with a situation of surprise caused by a violation of
any norms and stereotypes in the game text and the awareness of this violation. For
example, L. Wittgenstein defines a language game as both a context and a certain
historically developed form of activity. Pointing out that actions and words are closely
interconnected in a language game, Wittgenstein opposes a purely theoretical consideration
of language as a formal structure, picture, set of meanings. Wittgenstein's goal is to show
that all forms of experience and activity are manifestations of language and are impossible
outside it. A language game is a special kind of speech-creative semiotic activity.
As a lexica-stylistic device, a language game is a certain linguistic incorrectness (or
unusualness), and, which is very important, an incorrectness recognized by the author and
deliberately admitted. At the same time, the reader must understand that this is "said so on
purpose", otherwise he will evaluate the corresponding expression as incorrect or
inaccurate. Therefore, we can say a language game is both a wonderful teacher of literature,
and a funny interlocutor, and a great comforter-psychotherapist.
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